
5th AFRICAN NURSING CONFERENCE 2025 
              Empowering Nurses as Catalysts for Health Equity: Bridging gaps and 
building inclusive health systems to strengthen responses to health crises 

 

Date: 30 - 31 July 2025 

Venue: Birchwood Hotel Conference Centre, Boksburg 

ORGANISED BY: 

For more information, 

please contact: 
Tel: 087 821 1109 or 012 110 4080 

Email: info@nursingconference.co.za 

 

 

DRAFT CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 

Day 1 – 30 July 2025 

Time Topic Presenter(s) 

08:00 - 09:00 Registration and coffee 

09:00 - 09:20 Welcome remarks.  

Dr Tracey de Klerk 
Conference Chair 
Deputy Director: Nursing Compliance 
and Research & Acting Campus Head 
(Chris Hani Baragwanath Campus) 
Gauteng Department of Health 

Session 1 Equity in nursing Session chair: Dr Sharon Vasuthevan 
Healthcare and Leadership 
Consultant 

09:20 - 09:40 Opening keynote: “Empowering nurses as 
catalysts for health equity”. 

Prof Sheila Tlou   
Co-Chair: SEMA TOC,  
Co-Chair: Global HIV Prevention Coalition 

09:40 – 09:50 Leveraging internal expertise for sustainable 
human resource development. 

Ms Basani Baloyi 
Deputy Director General: Corporate 
Services 
Gauteng Department of Health 

09:50 - 10:00 Supporting remarks and introduction of the MEC. Mr Arnold Molatana 
Head of Department  
Gauteng Department of Health 

10:00 – 10:20 Executive Leadership Address on Advancing 

Health and Wellness. 

Ms Nomantu Nkomo – Ralehoko 
MEC for Health and Wellness 

National Department of Health 

10:20 - 11:00 Morning break / Poster presentations & exhibition 

Session 2 Policy and advocacy for health equity Session chair:  Dr Tracey de Klerk 

11:00 – 11:20 Understanding universal health coverage for all. 

 

Mr Sonwabo Lindani 
Acting Chief Director, Sedibeng District 

11:20 - 11:40 Ethical and legal considerations in health equity 

advocacy. 

Prof Ntombifikile Mtshali 
NC Registrar  
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11:40 – 12:10 

 
 
 
Panel Discussion: “Barriers to Collaboration – 
Identifying challenges and finding solutions. 
 

Private  
Priscilla Botha 
ZAH 
Peggy Naicker 
LenMed 
 
Public 
Dr Mirriam Matandela  
Mr Bonginkosi Shongwe 
National Department of Health 
 

12:10 – 12:30 Feedback Nurse Advocacy Group (NAG). Dr Sharon Vasuthevan 
Healthcare and Leadership 
Consultant  

12:30 - 12:45 Q / A  

12:45 – 13:45 Lunch Break /Poster presentations & 
exhibition 

 

Session 3 Innovative nursing practices to address 
inequities ( Abstract Session) 

Session chair:  
Mrs Annatjie Peters 
Academic Lead, Foundation for 
Professional Development 

14:00 - 14:15 Abstract 1 To be advised 

14:15 - 14:30 Abstract 2 To be advised 

14:30 – 14:45 Abstract 3 To be advised 

14:45 – 15:00 Abstract 4 To be advised 

15:00 – 15:30 Q/A Mrs Annatjie Peters 
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Day 2 - 31 July 2025 

08:00 - 09:00 Registration - Tea & Coffee – Networking 

Session 4 Addressing disease profiles in public and 
private healthcare sectors 

Session chair: Dr Tracey de 
Klerk,  

 

 

09:00 - 09:20 

 

09:20 – 09:40 

South African disease and healthcare profiles: 
find someone in NHLS who has done the 
comparison study: 

a. Public healthcare perspective (20 minutes) 
 
 

b. Private healthcare perspective (20 minutes) 

 
 
 
Prof Nazir Ismail, University of the 
Witwatersrand 
 
 
 

09:40 - 10:00 Innovative disease management strategies in 
private healthcare settings. 

 

10:00 - 10:20 Highlighting practices to strengthen the 
responses to pressing healthcare changes in the 
public sector. 

IPC – Infection, prevention and control 
challenges. 

Dr William Malabati 
Provincial Lead 
Infection Prevention & Control 

 

 

10:20 - 10:50 

 
 
Panel discussion: Alternative perspectives on 
primary healthcare. 
 

Dr Limpho Ramangoaela  
Senior Technical Specialist 
Aurum Institute 
Dr Refiloe Matji 
Aquity  
Phillip Lebese 
MedEx Private PHC Clinic  
Lerato Mosethi -  UNJANI Clinic   

10:50 – 11:00 Q&A All 

11:00 – 11:10 Morning break / Poster presentations & exhibition 

Session 5 Addressing wellness in Nursing. Session chair: Dr Nokuthula 
Nkosi, Senior Lecturer 
University of the 
Witwatersrand   
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11:10 - 11:25 Focusing on wellness in Nursing. Ms Mpadi Makgalo 
Heal - SA 

11:25 - 11:40 Caring for the carers. Lt. Col Kim Davies 
Lieutenant Colonel 
SA Military Mobile Services 

11:40 - 11:55 Addressing burnout and moral injury in 

healthcare workers – What can we do 

differently? 

Mr Simon Hlungwane 
President: Democratic Nursing 
Organisation of South Africa 

11:55 - 12:10 Supporting the workforce: the role of 
leadership in fostering a resilient workforce. 

Dr Gloria Maimela Deputy 
Deputy CEO 
Foundation for Professional 
Development 

Session 6 Innovative nursing practices to close 
the gaps in healthcare 

Session Chair:  
Mrs Annatjie Peters 
Foundation for Professional 
Development 

12:10 - 12:30 Capacitating Nurses through CPDs. Charlotte from SANC – Dr Sharon 
to advise details 
Dr Mariana Scheepers,  
Mooi Med Private Hospital 

12:30 - 13:00 Ingredients for a change agent. 

 

Dr Sharon Vasuthevan  
Consultant 
Healthcare and Leadership  
 
Mr Bonginkosi Shongwe 
Acting Chief Executive Officer: 
Thelle Mogoerane Regional Hospital 
Bonginkosi.Shongwe@gauteng.gov.
za           

13:00 – 13:15 Closing remarks Dr Tracey de Klerk 
Conference Chair 
Deputy Director: Nursing 
Compliance and Research & Acting 
Campus Head (Chris Hani 
Baragwanath Campus) 
Gauteng Department of Health 
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